








652 Jan DRIESSEN - Ilse SCHOEP

the houses of the city or country folk of the period 18 and its use seems limited to specific
official buildings (e.g. the large building beneath the Zeus Thenatas shrine at Amnisos). This
scarcity can be contrasted with the abundance of ashlar in the Neopalatial period: the
proliferation of monumentality is perhaps the most surprising feature that sets Minoan culture
apart from contemporary civilisations. Orthostats have been identified mainly in the palace at
Knossos and in the central building at Kommos, but roughly isodomic ashlar courses set on
some kind of socle are now found throughout the island: in some settlements, only a single
fagade or a weather-exposed inner wall was thus treated, but elsewhere entire houses are built
in ashlar and the energy that was put into the architectural finishing of many a domestic
building is indeed remarkable. In some cases, it is evident that it was not the most important
building of the settlement that was thus fitted 1°. In addition to palaces and private dwellings,
there is also evidence for a few other buildings that are similarly treated, which are discussed
below. The quantity of ashlar blocks used in Neopalatial buildings presupposes massive
quarrying operations, but differences may be observed throughout the island 20. Thus, at
Gournia and Myrtos-Pyrgos, only the central buildings appear to have been equipped with
ashlar masonry but elsewhere, e.g. at Tylissos and Palaikastro, its use is much more
widespread. At sites such as Malia and Pseira, the presence of ashlar is limited, despite the
presence of good ammouda quarries in the case of Malia. It seems clear that this proliferation
of ashlar masonry must be, in one way or another, translated in terms of social and political
relationships. If the embellishment of the residential buildings differs from one site to
another, it is possible that the hierarchical structures within the settlements may have differed
from one region to the next.

The next period, LM IIIA, again witnesses changes. All the quarries used in the earlier
periods appear to have been abandoned and only older ashlar blocks are reused, as seems
obvious from the remains at Knossos, Tylissos and Kommos, and from funerary architecture
at several sites. Elsewhere, ashlar is altogether absent. Monumentality is still achieved by
stressing size (e.g. Kommos, H. Triada), but there is also a move toward creating larger
internal rooms 21. In any case, private residential architecture in general keeps a low profile
but funerary architecture receives a major impetus, especially with the construction of LM
tholoi (Kefala, Archanes, Achladia, Armenoi, etc.) and chamber tombs 22,

A second architectural approach takes into account public works, a definition we give to
structures that had a use that exceeds the needs of the individual household 23. Such projects
imply a central authority involved in the planning, organising and supervising of the
construction and maintenance of these structures. It is evident — and illustrated by the
different archival records on Crete — that the state must have had resources (goods, services)
at its disposal. Most resources are perishable or are expended in the process of being used, so

18  Ashlar outside the palaces dating to MM has been found e.g. at Knossos (a wall in the Little Palace is said
to be older: PM II, 515) and at Palaikastro (R.C. BOSANQUET et alii, “Excavations at Palaikastro”, BSA 9
[1902-1903], 287; MAMAT, 92-105).

19  This seems to be the case at Palaikastro, Malia and Pseira.

20 For quarries, see J. SOLES, “A Bronze Age Quarry in Eastern Crete”, JFA 10 (1983), 42-43 and J.A.
MACGILLIVRAY, L.H. SACKETT et al., “An Archaeological Survey of the Roussolakkos Area at
Palaikastro”, BSA 79 (1984), 143-149 (Ta Skaria).

21 This may, however, simply be the result of the fact that little evidence exists for upper floors where in
Minoan times the larger rooms may have been situated.

22 See e.g. J. WRIGHT, “Death and Power at Mycenae: Changing Symbols in Mortuary Practice”, in
Thanatos, 174, for the energy involved in the digging and construction of tombs.

23 The only discussion we know of is in the recent manual by O.T.P.K. DICKINSON, The Aegean Bronze
Age (1994), 158-164, which appeared after this manuscript was finished.







































